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MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHAIR
At a time when political forces conspire to divide us instead of unite us, tango is 
a powerful tool for people to connect with each other: race, age, and gender do 
not matter on the dance floor, only the connection between the two partners and 
the music. At Tango Mercurio, we believe that tango is a powerful tool to foster a 
sense of collective humanity.

When Sharna Fabiano founded Tango Mercurio in 2008, she wanted to help develop a large, 
diverse tango community in the Washington area, and, more importantly, to share tango with a wider public. So she 
established the organization as a nonprofit that could bring together people from all walks of life.

Today, Tango Mercurio introduces tango to new audiences through teaching, cultural events, and outreach, and continues 
to support the folk traditions of tango by sponsoring musicians and dancers who give life to this elegant art form.

In order to thrive, a tango community requires a delicate balance of several elements. The tango school must attract 
new dancers, provide consistent, quality tango instruction, and organize engaging social activities. Thanks to its robust 
education and events programs, Tango Mercurio sustains the live music and community outreach programs that bring 
tango music and dancing to those who would not otherwise be exposed to them. 

In fulfilling our mission to grow the tango community, in FY2018 we offered 235 dance classes and received over 
2,500 unique student visits. We launched our Foundational Tango Teacher Training program with eight graduates and 
sponsored 16 visiting guest teachers. We hosted five dance events per month and our all-volunteer community orchestra 
added six pieces to its repertoire and performed eight times in the Washington, DC area.

Since its founding 10 years ago, Tango Mercurio has grown steadily. This annual report focuses on the progress made in 
FY2018. We hope it gives readers a better understanding of the mission that drives us, the work we do to achieve it, and 
the dedicated group of staff and volunteers that make it happen.

Thanks to them, the tango community, and our generous donors, Tango Mercurio is thriving. We look forward to continuing 
this partnership with a community that nurtures our lives and those of others.
 
Warmly,

Flora Le
Flora Le, Chair
Tango Mercurio Board of Directors

About Us
TANGO MERCURIO IS A 501(C)(3) ARTS-EDUCATION ORGANIZATION.

“Mercurio” is the Spanish word for “Mercury,” which is an ancient symbol of connection. Mercury is the mythological figure of the 
messenger with wings on his feet, guiding mortals to the afterlife and promoting trade between communities. This image resonates 
with our experience of Argentine tango—in its embrace, where two partners connect to become one; and in its communities, 
where dancers and visitors meet across boundaries of identity, class, and generation.

Founded by Sharna Fabiano in 2008, Tango Mercurio works to develop these connections, presenting the creative tango tradition 
as a way for individuals to find balance in their lives and discover the unique contributions they have to make in the world through 
creative expression in social dance.

We teach classes in Argentine tango, from complete beginner to teacher-in-training. We host events, called milongas, where 
social dancers of all levels can enjoy high-quality music and a welcoming atmosphere. We present live music for dancing and 
cultural education, with an all-volunteer orchestra that has a repertoire of 40 pieces. FInally, we connect the tango community to 
the broader community in the Washington, DC area by bringing dance, music, and culture to veterans, underserved youth, older 
adults, the LGBTQ population, and the public at large.
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Live Music
Tango Mercurio supports an all-volunteer orchestra with full instrumentation, the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra 
(TMCO), to revitalize the folk tradition of live accompaniment for social dancing. The first tango community orchestra 
established in North America, ours has played regularly at local tango events since 2009, and features guest artists 
visiting Washington, DC.  

Community Outreach
To connect generations and reach populations that 
otherwise would not be exposed to tango, such as older 
adults, veterans, members of the LGBTQ community, and 
underprivileged youth, our Community Outreach Program 
provides tango instruction, in some instances free of charge. 
In addition, our instructors and Orchestra give public 
performances throughout the year at a variety of community 
festivals and cultural events. In 2015 Tango Mercurio 
launched a unique program called “Tango Talks,” sponsoring 
artists and teachers from all over the tango circuit to come 
to DC and give these free public lectures. During these 
sit-down events, the audience enjoys presentations on a 
variety of topics relating to Argentine tango music, dance, 
and culture. 

TANGO MERCURIO FULFILLS ITS MISSION THROUGH FOUR MAJOR PROGRAMS: 
DANCE EDUCATION, EVENTS, LIVE MUSIC, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH. 

What We Do
Dance Education
Tango Mercurio’s dance school is the largest Argentine 
tango school in the Washington, DC area and one of 
the largest in North America in terms of number of 
students and instructors. Our adult tango curriculum 
is taught by a team of experienced local teachers. 
Designed to produce versatile social dancers, the 
Dance Education Program emphasizes natural body 
alignment, form, and movement, as well as the personal 
esthetic created by each unique tango partnership. 
Every year we offer residencies to prominent national 
and international tango performers and teachers to 
enrich our local students’ learning experience and 
expose them to various tango styles.

Events
A tango community is an association of 
dancers of all levels who attend social 
dances called “milongas” and informal 
practice gatherings called “prácticas.”  For 
a tango community to grow and survive, 
dancers must have enjoyable dance 
experiences in a friendly environment. 
We host five milongas and a free weekly 
práctica every month for alumni of 
the school and members of the tango 
community at large.
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Aja is a full-time tango instructor with a background in the 
performing arts. She holds a Bachelor of Science Degree with 
honors in Sociology from the University of Portsmouth (UK), and 
is trained in the Justisse Method of fertility awareness for women. 
She discovered tango in 2000 in her hometown of London, and 
shortly afterwards moved to Buenos Aires to immerse herself 
full-time in the study of tango. She was brought to Washington 
DC by Tango Mercurio founder Sharna Fabiano in 2009. Her 
career as a tango instructor has since taken her to London, 
Berlin, throughout the US and Australia. Aja’s involvement 
with Tango Mercurio began in 2010. She joined the board as 
ex officio member and Artistic director in 2015. Her mission as 
Artistic Director is to bring the highest quality guest instruction to 
Washington DC, foster the development of Mercurio instructors, 
and to create opportunity for dance students of all levels and 
interest, guiding them through their tango experience. 

“Tango dancing brings 
people together who 
would not ordinarily 
come together. People 
of different ethnic, 
racial, socioeconomic, 
or educational 
backgrounds. When we 
meet on the dance floor 
to dance, none of that 
stuff is relevant.”

Aja Fenn
Artistic Director and Dance 

Education Program Manager

A senior loan officer at the Export-Import Bank of the US, Mauricio 
holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration 
from George Mason University and an MBA in Finance from 
American University. He has over 20 years of financial experience 
in emerging markets and corporate and project finance in both 
the public and private sectors. He also serves as a member of the 
Advisory Board of the American University International Business 
Department at the Kogod School of Business. Mauricio’s love 
of tango started at a very early age in his native Bolivia: his 
grandmother and parents would listen to songs by Carlos Gardel, 
Astor Piazzolla, Francisco Canaro, Juan D’Arienzo, and other 
tango greats. He started dancing tango in 2010 and finds it a 
never-ending learning experience. Mauricio joined the Board in 
2018.

“Tango is more than a 
dance; it is a constant 
learning experience, 
communicated through 
the embrace with your 
partner and the music.”

Mauricio Paredes
Treasurer

A writer, editor, and translator, Alexandra has a Master’s 
Degree in Translation from the University of Paris, France. The 
diplomat’s daughter grew up in the Congo, Gabon, and France 
before settling in Washington, DC. She worked for decades in 
international organizations, including over 20 years at the Inter-
American Development Bank, where as a translator and reporter 
she covered Latin American and Caribbean development 
projects and cultural events, and produced annual reports. She 
previously served on the board of the American Translators 
Association and as president of the IDB Photographic Society 
and of Footnotes, the International Monetary Fund dance club.  
A lifelong love of folk music and dance led her to the tango: she 
started dancing it in 2006, publishing articles about it in 2007, 
teaching it in 2010, and studying its history in 2013. Alexandra 
joined the Board in 2018.

“The tango, like all true 
art forms, connects 
people. It’s my refuge 
from misanthropy.”

S. Alexandra Russell
Community Program Manager 

for Youth and Older Adults

Who We Are 
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PROMOTING CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING AND SOCIAL COHESION THROUGH ARGENTINE TANGO

A native of Quebec, Canada, Flora holds a B.A. in Literature 
and a law degree from McGill University. After graduating, she 
clerked at the Federal Court of Appeal of Canada, then pursued 
a career at the National Judicial Institute, where she designed 
continuing education programs for judges from various levels 
of courts across Canada. In 2014, Flora moved to Vietnam, her 
father’s country of origin, and worked for the multinational law 
firm Baker McKenzie. She relocated to Washington, DC in 2017, 
and currently works in compliance for the education technology 
company 2U. Flora discovered tango dancing in 2009 in 
Montreal, Canada. A classically trained violinist, she joined the 
Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra as third violin in 2017 and 
became Chair of the Board in 2018.

“Tango is a language 
in itself; it allows us to 
communicate even if 
we don’t speak the same 
tongue. Dancers can 
travel to other countries 
and even if they can’t 
talk to people, they can 
still dance together.”

Flora Le
Chair

A Russia-born interior designer with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
Interior Design from George Washington University, Masha 
started dancing tango at a Weekend Bootcamp with Tango 
Mercurio in 2010. She began assisting with classes in 2011, 
became a teacher and event host in 2013, and took the position 
of Executive Director in 2014. Masha has always been attracted 
to Argentine tango as a vehicle for social connection, as the 
dance brings together people of all origins and backgrounds in 
a creative setting. Part of her mission as Executive Director is 
to bring the best tango teachers to Washington, DC to nourish 
and inspire her home community. She also seeks to bring the 
joy of tango to as many people as possible, with a special focus 
on underserved populations such as older adults, youth, and 
veterans.

“When you dance with 
someone, even for just 
15 minutes, you create 
a special bond. There 
is a lot to learn by 
holding someone close. 
By moving to music 
with them. More than 
you might otherwise 
learn through hours of 
conversation.”

Masha Abapolnikova
Executive Director
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A native of Mexico with over two decades of dance experience in salsa, merengue, and other Latin 
rhythms, Enrique began dancing tango in Washington, DC in 2008. He enjoys the close partnership 
between dancers that takes place in this unique genre and believes that tango is a splendid way 
to connect and communicate with people. Enrique has danced across the US and in Central and 
South America, Europe, and North Africa, and has studied both traditional and contemporary styles in 
Argentina. He has been a Tango Mercurio instructor since 2013. In his teaching, Enrique emphasizes 
the importance of establishing a solid foundation to build upon, but most importantly, enjoying 
dancing and having fun with a partner.

Enrique Bravo

A Russia-born interior designer with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Interior Design from George 
Washington University, Masha started dancing tango at a Weekend Bootcamp with Tango Mercurio 
in 2010. She began assisting with classes in 2011, became a teacher and event host in 2013. Masha 
has traveled extensively to study and dance tango in the US, Argentina, Russia, and other countries. 
The inspiration behind her dancing and teaching is to create a powerful and intimate connection 
between partners.

Masha Abapolnikova

A Ghanaian-born long-time Maryland resident, Martin had never been drawn to dance until he first 
happened upon Argentine tango in 2009 and learned that it was completely improvised. He started 
learning the tango in 2011 at the University of Maryland, and two years later became a Tango Mercurio 
instructor. Martin’s instruction focuses on technique and explicit communication between dancers. 
Deeply committed to detail, Martin helps students make the minutest of adjustments to enhance 
their dancing.

Martin Enos

Who We Are 
 DANCE INSTRUCTORS

Aja has been exploring Argentine tango continuously since 2000. She has made countless trips to 
Argentina to refine her skills and deepen her understanding of this intricate and interpersonal dance. 
Aja has studied with some of the greatest names in tango such as Gustavo Naveira and Chicho 
Frumboli. Matias Facio, Evren Sayin, and Sharna Fabiano are among her most influential teachers, 
along with her professional teaching partners and peers who have so honestly and generously 
shared their knowledge and feedback with her. Aja has complemented tango with the study of yoga, 
pilates and ballet. She has worked with students ranging from seven to 97 years of age, including 
those with Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s disease. Aja is Tango Mercurio’s Artistic Director and Dance 
Education Program Manager.

Aja Fenn

Gabriel took his first tango lesson with Tango Mercurio in 2009 and found it challenging, but the 
camaraderie and friendships he formed in those early lessons kept him engaged.  In time, the 
Brazilian-born economist came to love the dance, deepening his discipline and dancing at every 
opportunity possible.  He became a Tango Mercurio instructor in 2013. As a teacher he emphasizes 
the tools of dance improvisation—connection to one’s partner and the music—and focuses on simple 
musical steps. 

Gabriel Medeiros

Simone has been dancing for as long as she can remember, in genres as varied as ballet and the 
dances of her native Brazil, and has also practiced capoeira and yoga.  She started learning, dancing, 
and falling in love with Argentine tango in 2007 in Boston. Inspired by the music, she believes in the 
co-creation of its expression by both partners within the embrace. She joined the Tango Mercurio 
faculty in 2015.

Simone Pinheiro

Ramu took his first tango lesson in 2000 in Buenos Aires and was hooked instantly. He started the 
Michigan Argentine Tango Club at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, and has danced, DJ’d, 
and taught all over the US and Canada. The host, DJ, and resident teacher at Milonga Zandunga, 
a regular DC area dance party, Ramu joined the Tango Mercurio faculty in 2013. His teaching and 
dancing are characterized by a keen musical interpretation, infectious enthusiasm, and a deep love 
of both the music and dance. He teaches tango for the social dance floor with an emphasis on 
connection, musicality, and improvisation.

Ramu Pyreddy



8  /  tangomercurio  2018 ANNUAL REPORT tangomercurio  2018 ANNUAL REPORT  /  9

A native of Maryland, Liz began her tango journey in 2005 in Montevideo, Uruguay, where she lived 
for two years, teaching English and improving her Spanish. In that lesser-known co-birthplace of 
tango, across the river from Buenos Aires, she studied the dance with Aníbal Domínguez, Mauricio 
Borgarello, Regina Chiappara and Martín Borteiro, and Eduardo Ferrar and Gabriela Farías. She 
has studied with Argentine masters Chicho Frumboli and Juana Sepulveda, Pablo Rodriguez and 
Corina Herrera, Martín Maldonado and Maurizio Ghella, and Juan Cantone and Sol Orozco. Stateside 
influences include Jake Spatz, Aja Fenn, and Sharna Fabiano. As an instructor, Liz prioritizes creating 
a sense of community and play while emphasizing comfort, versatility, floor craft, and musicality. 

Liz Sabatiuk

Originally from Houston, Texas, Emilia Stepinski started dancing and then teaching ballroom in 
college. She took up tango in graduate school in 2010 and has passionately enjoyed working with 
Tango Mercurio since 2012 after moving to Washington, DC. Having studied various partner dances, 
Emilia finds that Argentine tango provides a unique connection and interchange between dancers. 
The freedom to improvise and compose graceful movements is one of her favorite aspects of the 
dance. She enjoys helping newcomers discover their creativity as well as the fluidity of tango.

Emilia Stepinski
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A lawyer by day and the Board Chair, Flora is a classically trained violinist and a former student of the 
Music Conservatory in her hometown of Quebec City. She hadn’t played the violin in 15 years when 
she discovered tango dancing. The music motivated her to play again, and in 2012, she founded the 
first tango ensemble in Ottawa, Canada. After relocating to Washington, DC in 2017, she joined the 
Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra as third violin. Flora has now shifted her focus from dancing 
to understanding the music and studying the history of tango in the US. Playing with the Orchestra 
has brought so much joy to her life that she now spends most of her free time fundraising for Tango 
Mercurio as her way of giving back.

Flora Le
Third Violin

Mengtan started playing violin at six. After a music competition in middle school, she joined a youth 
chamber music orchestra and found herself enjoy playing with other people much more than by 
herself. Mengtan brought her instrument with her from Beijing in 2013 when she moved to Boston 
to study. Since relocating to Washington, DC, Mengtan has been playing in several quartets. She 
learned about the Orchestra from Ed Fizzle, thus beginning her tango obsession. In 2017, during the 
Orchestra’s off-season, she began learning to dance tango.

Mengtan Xu
Third Violin

Maxfield holds performance degrees from Indiana University and the University of Wisconsin. He 
began playing and dancing Argentine tango in 2010 and organized the Mad City Live Tango Festival 
in 2014. The Madison, Wisconsin event features instructors Homer and Cristina Ladas and live 
music with Cuarteto Tanguero at every dance workshop. Maxfield has also directed the Tanguero 
Workshop for tango musicians in Indiana. In DC, Maxfield leads the professional tango quartet Da 
Capo Tango Ensemble. He joined the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra in 2015. Maxfield works 
to promote collaboration between artists across the disciplines of tango in order to enhance the 
collective knowledge of tango music and deepen our connections with each other and the global 
community.

Maxfield Wollam-Fisher
First Cello

Born in California, Ed spent most of his life in San Francisco.  He started playing cello as a child, and 
then took a short break of 55 years. He joined the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra in 2014 
and is now playing more seriously than ever. Ed is also a member of the Dupont Circle Chamber 
Orchestra and a string quartet. Playing the cello again has changed his life.

Edward Fizdale
Second Cello

MUSICAL DIRECTOR

VOLUNTEER MUSICIANS

Brett has been a professional musician for three decades, beginning his career in 1986 as a 
trumpeter. Over the years, he has explored new experiences and modes of expression, conducting 
and recording with a wide variety of musical groups in such diverse genres as classical music, jazz, 
rock, pop, punk, and ska. Brett’s introduction to tango was through dance in 2007. He took over 
directorial duties with the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra in 2010, receiving instruction from 
such top tango musicians as Julián Peralta, Ramiro Gallo, Pablo Aslan, and Julian Hesse. Brett took 
up the bandoneon in 2012 and has been playing it in the Orchestra since 2013. His mission is to bring 
the elegance, artistry, and sense of play of live tango music to the Washington area and to encourage 
dancers to get to know this incredible music better as a way of enhancing their dancing.

Brett Lemley
Musical Director and Live Music Program Manager

Dennis Murphy has been an active participant in the Washington music scene for over 40 years.  
He has played violin with virtually every music theater group in the area, including the Washington 
Savoyards, Rockville Musical Theater, and Silver Spring Stage.  He also plays classical violin and viola 
in several community orchestras, such as the Jewish Community Center Orchestra and the Prince 
George’s Philharmonic. He is currently the associate principal violist with the Washington Metropolitan 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Dennis has been the first violin in the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra 
since 2013.

Dennis Murphy
First Violin

Steve plays violin in several DC area classical orchestras and chamber music ensembles, but only 
smiles for tango. When he joined the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra in 2014, all he knew 
about tango was from visiting his extended family in Buenos Aires. The Orchestra has offered 
him a rigorous tango music education, an enjoyable collaboration with fellow musicians, and the 
opportunity to perform at varied venues for appreciative dancers.

Steve Schwadron
Second Violin

Who We Are 
TANGO MERCURIO COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA
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Walter started playing bass in high school jazz big bands in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia and Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. He graduated with a Master’s Degree in Statistics from the University of Western 
Ontario prior to moving to the US in 1999. Since then, Walter has played with numerous groups 
throughout the metropolitan Washington area, in various styles, including jazz, blues, R&B, gospel, 
and rock.  Since 2013 Walter has served as the bassist supporting the vocal choir at Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Washington, DC. He also plays in the house band that hosts the monthly jazz 
jam at the Judges Bench pub in Ellicott City, Maryland. He joined the Tango Mercurio Community 
Orchestra in 2018.

Walter Heber 
Bass

Kristin began dancing tango in 2010 and has traveled to many dance festivals and workshops across 
the country to study and enjoy the art of social tango. In 2013 she traveled to Buenos Aires and 
spent three weeks dancing at milongas for an immersive experience of Argentine tango culture. 
When she moved to the San Francisco Bay area in 2015, she joined La Orquesta Fusion Tango as 
a flutist to study and enjoy the art of playing highly danceable tango music. In 2016 she audited 
the Stowe Tango Music Festival, and in 2017 she joined Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra and 
attended Tango for Musicians at Reed College. She strives to share her love of tango culture as an 
empowering environment of expression, connection, and community building. 

Kristin Dion 
Flute

Yulia came to the Orchestra through a lifelong love of dance, starting with ballet, which she studied 
from the age of 11 through college. She took up salsa as a way to practice spoken Spanish, useful in 
her day job as a pediatrician. She discovered tango in 2001, taking classes with Leon Harris, Carina 
Losano, and Murat Erdemsel. Drawn to tango music and lyrics, she studied the genre with vocal 
instructor Claudia Gargiulo for five years. Yulia only admits to dabbling in the guitar before joining 
the Orchestra in 2013 and credits Emmanuel Trifilio and former Orchestra guitarist Bob Lamb for her 
progress. Yulia has also done dance demonstrations with the Orchestra at the Takoma Park Folk 
Festival every year since 2015.

Yulia Goldfarb
Guitar

Tim comes to tango through singing and dancing. A classically trained vocalist, Tim began singing in 
the church choir when he was 13, and was already performing square dancing at age 5.  Competing 
in solo, ensemble, and a cappella vocal contests, Tim went on to perform lead roles in musicals 
in community and scholastic theaters, from Fiddler on the Roof to Godspell, to South Pacific.  Tim 
studied jazz vocals at the California Jazz Conservatory and is currently training with Claudia Gargiulo.  
Having danced Argentine tango for over 20 years, Tim began performing and teaching in 1998, 
though his current passion is singing.  Tim is very grateful for the opportunity to be a part of the 
Orchestra, blessed by benefits of this community of professional and volunteer music lovers.

Tim Bugh
Vocals

Brett has been a professional musician for three decades, beginning his career in 1986 as a 
trumpeter. Over the years, he has explored new experiences and modes of expression, conducting 
and recording with a wide variety of musical groups in such diverse genres as classical music, jazz, 
rock, pop, punk, and ska. Brett’s introduction to tango was through dance in 2007. He took over 
directorial duties with the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra in 2010 and started learning the 
bandoneon in 2012. He has been playing the bandoneon in the Orchestra since 2013.

Brett Lemley
First Bandoneon

Having grown up surrounded by jazz music, Will finds parallels between South American tango and 
North American jazz. An avid tango dancer, and inspired by the master bandoneon players of Osvaldo 
Pugliese’s orchestra, Will bought a bandoneon in 2006 and has been studying the instrument ever 
since. Will’s bandoneon studies have taken him to Montevideo, where he studied with Ricardo 
Matteo and Roberto Cardozo of the Orquesta Filarmónica Montevideo, and Lima, Peru, where he 
took instruction from Héctor López. Stateside, Will studied with Daniel Díaz of the Tango Camerata 
and Emmanuel Trifilio, and from American bandoneon players Korey Ireland and Ben Bogart as apart 
of the Tango Mercurio Community Orchestra, of which he has been a member since its inception in 
2009. Will has also attended the Reed College Tango Workshop.

William Hurley
Second Bandoneon

By day Thomas is a licensed engineer and principal in a building science consulting firm, and by 
night a tango aficionado. After several years of tango dancing, he was drawn by the voice of the 
bandoneon to take up the instrument. He began his studies in 2009 when the Tango Mercurio 
Community Orchestra was founded. He also served on Tango Mercurio’s Board of Directors and 
is the Orchestra rehearsal coordinator. Thomas studied music theory and bandoneon under Ben 
Bogart and in the summer institutes at the Tanguero Workshop and Reed College.

Thomas Kenney
Third Bandoneon

A native of South Jersey, Valerie has musically directed, conducted, and accompanied theater 
productions in New York, Chicago, Philadelphia, South Jersey, and the Washington, DC area. She 
was nominated for a Washington Area Theatre Community Honors (WATCH) award for “Outstanding 
Musical Direction” for Kensington Arts Theatre’s production of Jekyll and Hyde in 2011. She also 
accompanies high school students at local and state competitions, such as the Young Artists 
Competition of Gaithersburg. Valerie has been the pianist for the Tango Mercurio Community 
Orchestra since 2014, and performed at the Tanguero Workshop in Indiana, which brings top tango 
musicians together with students from around the world, in 2017.

Valerie Higgs 
Piano
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How We Work 
TREASURER’S REPORT

THE YEAR IN NUMBERS

The principal sources of revenue that support the activities of Tango Mercurio are its Education and Events Programs; donations 
account for a much smaller amount.

Total sales from the Education Program were $49,730, representing a 21% decrease relative to the prior year. However, our Dance 
Education Program continues to thrive, offering 235 dance classes and receiving over 2,500 unique student visits.

The Events Program, chiefly dance parties (called milongas), faced fierce competition from other organizers, which affected 
attendance. Total sales from events were $22,309, representing a 22% decline compared with the prior year.

Overall, Tango Mercurio did not generate enough revenue to cover expenses in FY2018. However, although Tango Mercurio 
reported losses in FY2018, our overall financial condition is adequate, thanks to zero debt and adequate reserves. Our total equity, 
or assets minus liabilities, demonstrates our ability as a nonprofit organization to reinvest net income towards our mission while 
also maintaining adequate reserves and helping to protect the organization against unexpected events.

THIS REPORT FROM THE TREASURER PRESENTS THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF 
TANGO MERCURIO FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2018.

3
SCHOLARSHIPS TO 
INDIVIDUALS IN NEED 
FOR SPECIAL CLASSES 
AND PROGRAMS

2
DANCE PARTY FUNDRAISERS FOR 
DISASTER RELIEF EFFORTS IN 
MEXICO AND PUERTO RICO

“TANGO TALKS” (FREE PUBLIC LECTURES) 
BY MUSICIAN KOREY IRELAND, AND 
DANCER GABRIEL GAUMOND2

235DANCE CLASSES

2,500UNIQUE STUDENT VISITS

8
LIVE ORCHESTRA 
PERFORMANCES

6
NEW PIECES 

ADDED TO THE 
ORCHESTRA’S 

REPERTOIRE

8
GRADUATES OF THE FIRST 

FOUNDATIONAL TANGO 
TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM

4
PUBLIC 
PERFORMANCES

15
GUEST 
INSTRUCTORS 
SPONSORED

60EVENTS 

1,265ATTENDEES
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How We Work 
FINANCIALS: JULY 2017 - JUNE 2018

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2018 YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2017

REVENUE

Program Fees 73,579 93,643

Other Revenue 8,621 17,799

TOTAL REVENUE $ 82,200 $ 111,442

EXPENSES

Marketing and Promotion 86 1,772

Administration 52,369 53,238

Space Rental 24,907 30,609

Service Fees 6,343 4,451

Insurances 1,720 500

Food and Supplies 275 503

Orchestra 2,200 2,250

Other 617 374

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 88,517 $ 93,696

NET INCOME (LOSS) $ (6,317) $ 17,746

INCOME STATEMENT

GUEST 
INSTRUCTORS
SPONSORED 
IN FY2018

Damian Lobato (Buenos Aires/Philadelphia)

Alex Krebs (Portland)

Sharna Fabiano (Los Angeles)

Isaac Oboka (Los Angeles)

Marcelo Gutierrez (Buenos Aires)

Korey Ireland (Berlin)

Jeremías Massera and Mariela Barufaldi (Miami)

Jorge Torres (New York/Buenos Aires)

Dima Berk (Lilongwe, Malawi)

Analía Centurión (Buenos Aires)

Juan Cantone (Buenos Aires)

Gaby Mataloni (Buenos Aires)

Carla Marano (Buenos Aires)

Octavio Fernandez (Buenos Aires).
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JUNE 30, 2018 JUNE 30, 2017

ASSETS

Cash 23,258 29,575 

Restricted Cash 2,093 2,093 

TOTAL ASSETS $ 25,351 $ 31,668 

How We Work 
FINANCIALS: JULY 2017 - JUNE 2018

BALANCE SHEET

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2018 YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2017

LIABILITIES

— — —

TOTAL LIABILITIES — —

EQUITY

Unrestricted Assets 29,575 11,829 

Restricted Assets 2,093 2,093

Net Income or (Loss) (6,317) 17,746

TOTAL EQUITY $ 25,351 $ 31,668 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $ 25,351 $ 31,668



CONTACT US AT INFO@TANGOMERCURIO.ORG

VISIT US AT WWW.TANGOMERCURIO.ORG

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: @TANGOMERCURIO


